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SUBJECT: S upcrsalin g G uidanc'c on Rcporti n g nrrd { n vesti gating Cllninu

ro Unitql Sitatcs Citizcnship

This Mcmomnrlum supersicdes the guiclunce issuctl on July 18,2008, cntitlcd *Superscding

Gulrtonsc on Reporting arrd Invcstigntion of Cldtrxto Utriled States Ciliz:nship,"

'l1e Ofliccof lhtcntion ond Rcmoval Opr.rntions (DRO) is rcqxlnsiblc lor thc enforcsncntof U.S.
immigration laws. In lhe cortrsr: of orercising uuthority undcr scction 28? of the
lmnrigrntirrrr ontl Nltionulity Act, I tt.S.C. $ 1357. DRO ofliccrs tnny encounter individurl"-
whr cltlrcr russcrl cloinrs to U.S. citizcnship or.rrc un.\ttrc ul'thcir citizcnship. Itrior tu mnking a
w:trrautlcss nnest of suclr arr irrrlivitluul, f)RO oflicclt tllusl ensure that 9lte hts rcasott to
hclicve tlrut the irrdividuol to bc nrrc.slc.d is in tlrc Urritcd Stales in violution ol'a law or
rcgulutiorr governing the ndnrinrion, G.xclusion, c.rpulsinn 61611'1evo[ of oliens,r Motcovcr,
DRO ofliccrs must I'ull), invcstig;rle all clnirns lo tl.S, citizcnship inrrncdinlely uyrn lennring of
the n.sscrtion u l' citizenship.

All officers rvho cncounlcr on irdividunl whu llrcy lrave rcason to bclievc is in thu Unitcrl
Stntcs in violation of low, as scl lblah irr thc prcreding paragnrpll but rvlto olaints U.!i,
cirizenship, shall inrnratliutcly notili the Ficld Olliuc l)irautor (fOD) lhrouglt tltcir chairt ol'
cornrnantl. the FOD shull mnkc thc approprirtc notlticslion lo DltO headquarlers. Esch
ttOD slroll cnsurs thot all aflirrnntive cloims lo U.S. citizgrship nradc by any individual

I Sonrc I fS. cordt hoye cquntal lhe "rswrr to bclicvc" stnlrlnrd fourd in 8 U.S.C. S | 357(oX2) rvith a )mbrblu
crusc" dnndanl. $gq tf. S. v. Contu. lt?s.519 l'.?d 49,t (?tb Cir. l r:15), sgd. thoic{. 123 U.S. 1035 ( 1975)i $3
$o ESlulsjr.ltlF, 665 F.3d 293 (3rl Cir. l98ll; Aljlllutr-lIl$. 1.{5 F.2d 217 (l}.C. Cir. l97l ). C$1. dcnit,rl
404 U.S. t6.l (1971).
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Subjccl: Supersc{ing Guicluncc on Rcgrorting nul lnvesligating Clainrs to Unitcd Slntcs

(fitizenshiP

r:lrcuutrlcrcd wirfiin thcir nrcu of reponsibility nrc nppmprintely reportcd and investigutcd.

Ipterviervs rvith deloincus rtrrtkingclttitns to U.S. ciliztjnship slrall hc contlucted by citlrcr a

fiupervisory tmmigrttion Enlbrscnrcnt Agcnt (.SlEA) or Dcportutiorr Oltlcr:r. Intcrviervs

wiit tx recorded os swonr slatcnrcrlts nrxl includc ull qwslions ncedcd to cotnpletc nll licltls on

ru l:onrr l-213. ln arJditiorr, tlrc sn'trm stulemenl trrust includc probative questiors desiglred to
elicir inl'onnotion sullicienl to nllow an invcsligirlion of the lrcNon's clainr of citizcrtship. 

'l'hi.s

irrvesligotiop nruy includr: vitll rccorcls settrchcs, fnrnily inlcrviews, and otlter nppn4triulc
invcstigati ve meosutcs.

ll'nn nllirmativc cluirn to U.S. citizerrship is rnade by an individuul prior to the corntttcncctnent
trl'renroval procccdings, tho FOD will. in consuhntion with DltO hcadquortcrs untl lrrcnl Ollicc
ofChief Counscl (OCC), dctermine whethersullicient eviderrce exisr to ptace thot'individuol
into removal pmccedingr. lf on sflirntative ckrirn to l,I.S. citizctuhip is rnnde by an individuul
follorving the issunrrcc of thc Noticc of Appcor (NTA). cach OCC, in consulkrtion wilh the
FOD. who wherc nccessory,should conzult with l'lQ DRO, will determine the most
appropriote oourse of uution with respect to thc dispusilion of lhe NTA uud tcrminniion of the
cme, while providirrg ony neccssory udvice to llrc FOt) as lo clurrges to the individuul's
cuslody condilions.

l.ODs shollerwun thot nll DRO cnrpluyees in llrcir nrcu of nsponsibility (irrclusivr: of tbosr:
sratc,local or tribnl cmss-trainrxl ?87(g) olficcrs) rvln nn: unrJcr their conlrol, undcrstlrrd nrrd
udhcrc to this policy. Qucstiotrs rcgunling lhis prlicy should be dirccted to Christoplrcr
Shnnuhorr. Acting Assistunt l)i reclor, Eulbrccnrerrt.
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